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SUPREME COURT MINUTES 

FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 2017 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

 

 

 

 S242576 A151113 First Appellate District, Div. 2 GARDUNO (JESUS GARCIA)  

   v. S.C. (PEOPLE) 

 Petition for review & application for stay denied 

 

 

 S242751 A143440 First Appellate District, Div. 1 CUEVAS (BRIAN) v. CONTRA  

   COSTA COUNTY 

 Time for ordering review extended on the court’s own motion 

 The time for ordering review on the court’s own motion is hereby extended to August 25, 2017.  

(Cal. Rules of Court, rule 8.512(c).) 

 

 

 S242256   WERTHEIMER (M. DAVID)  

   v. S.C. (HUMBERTO-RUIZ) 

 Transferred to Court of Appeal, Second Appellate District 

 The above-entitled matter is transferred to the Court of Appeal, Second Appellate District, for 

consideration in light of Hagan v. Superior Court (1962) 57 Cal.2d 767.  In the event the Court of 

Appeal determines that this petition is substantially identical to a prior petition, the repetitious 

petition must be denied. 

 

 

 S242712   GOMEZ (APRAHAM R.) v.  

   S.C. (PEOPLE) 

 Transferred to Court of Appeal, First Appellate District 

 The above-entitled matter is transferred to the Court of Appeal, First Appellate District, for 

consideration in light of Hagan v. Superior Court (1962) 57 Cal.2d 767.  In the event the Court of 

Appeal determines that this petition is substantially identical to a prior petition, the repetitious 

petition must be denied. 

 

 

 S240005   CANDELARIA ON  

   DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that GUY FRANK CANDELARIA, State Bar Number 175401, is suspended 

from the practice of law in California for one year, execution of that period of suspension is 

stayed, and he is placed on probation for one year subject to the following conditions: 

 1. GUY FRANK CANDELARIA is suspended from the practice of law for a minimum of the  
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 first 30 days of probation, and he will remain suspended until the following conditions are  

 satisfied: 

 i. He makes restitution to the following payees (or reimburses the Client Security Fund, to  

  the extent of any payment from the fund to the payees, in accordance with Business and  

  Professions Code section 6140.5) and furnishes proof to the State Bar’s Office of  

  Probation in Los Angeles: 

  Mario and Yolanda Santizo in the amount of: 

   (a) $1,200 plus 10 percent interest per year from February 13, 2014; 

  (b) $1,500 plus 10 percent interest per year from March 11, 2014;  

  (c) $1,500 plus 10 percent interest per year from March 26, 2014; 

  (d) $1,500 plus 10 percent interest per year from March 28, 2014; 

  (e) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from April 15, 2014; 

  (f) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from April 29, 2014; 

  (g) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from May 14, 2014; 

  (h) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from May 30, 2014; 

  (i) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from July 1, 2014; 

  (j) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from August 1, 2014; 

  (k) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from August 15, 2014; 

  (l) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from August 30, 2014; 

  (m) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from October 1, 2014; 

  (n) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from November 1, 2014; 

  (o) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from December 2, 2014; 

  (p) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from January 9, 2015; 

  (q) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from February 5, 2015; and 

  (l) $1,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from March 2, 2015. 

 ii. If he remains suspended for two years or more as a result of not satisfying the preceding  

  condition, he must also provide proof to the State Bar Court of his rehabilitation, fitness  

  to practice and present learning and ability in the general law before his suspension will  

  be terminated.  (Rules Proc. of State Bar, tit. IV, Stds. for Atty. Sanctions for Prof.  

  Misconduct, std. 1.2(c)(1).) 

2. GUY FRANK CANDELARIA must also comply with the other conditions of probation  

 recommended by the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Order Approving  

 Stipulation filed on December 1, 2016. 

3. At the expiration of the period of probation, if GUY FRANK CANDELARIA has complied  

 with all conditions of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied and that  

 suspension will be terminated. 

 GUY FRANK CANDELARIA must also take and pass the Multistate Professional Responsibility 

Examination within one year after the effective date of this order, or during the period of his 

suspension, whichever is longer and provide satisfactory proof of such passage to the State Bar’s 

Office of Probation in Los Angeles within the same period.  Failure to do so may result in 

suspension.  (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 9.10(b).) 

 If GUY FRANK CANDELARIA remains suspended for 90 days or more, he must also comply 

with rule 9.20 of the California Rules of Court and perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) 

and (c) of that rule within 120 and 130 calendar days, respectively, after the effective date of this 
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order.   

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment.  One-third of the costs must be paid with his membership fees for each 

of the years 2018, 2019, and 2020.  If GUY FRANK CANDELARIA fails to pay any installment 

as described above, or as may be modified by the State Bar Court, the remaining balance is due 

and payable immediately. 

 

 

 S240157   AMER ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that AL FADEL AMER, State Bar Number 197745, is disbarred from the 

practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 AL FADEL AMER must make restitution to the following payees: 

 (1) Jose Lerma, Anna Membrere, and Jennifer Hernandez in the amount of $10,700 plus 10  

 percent interest per year from May 26, 2015; and 

(2) Irma Nunez De Gomez in the amount of $5,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from  

 January 28, 2016. 

 Any restitution owed to the Client Security Fund is enforceable as provided in Business and 

Professions Code section 6140.5, subdivisions (c) and (d). 

 AL FADEL AMER must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and perform the 

acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, respectively, 

after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S240211   DROEGEMUELLER ON  

   DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that BERYL DEAN DROEGEMUELLER, State Bar Number 76278, is 

disbarred from the practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of 

attorneys. 

 BERYL DEAN DROEGEMUELLER must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, 

and perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar 

days, respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 
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 S240212   HAGLUND ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that BRUCE HOWARD HAGLUND, State Bar Number 92683, is disbarred 

from the practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 BRUCE HOWARD HAGLUND must comply with the District Court disgorgement and civil 

penalty order filed on December 12, 2012, in United States Securities and Exchange Commission 

v. Francis E. Wilde, et al., 8:11-cv-00315-DOC-AJW and disgorge $6,744,083.49 and pay a civil 

penalty of $6,744,083.49. 

 BRUCE HOWARD HAGLUND must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S240213   LUETTO ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that ADAM J. LUETTO, State Bar Number 264188, is suspended from the 

practice of law in California for three years, execution of that period of suspension is stayed, and 

he is placed on probation for four years subject to the following conditions: 

 1. ADAM J. LUETTO is suspended from the practice of law for a minimum of the first two  

 years of probation (with credit given for the period of interim suspension which commenced  

 on October 13, 2015), and he will remain suspended until he provides proof to the State Bar  

 Court of his rehabilitation, fitness to practice and present learning and ability in the general  

 law.  (Rules Proc. of State Bar, tit. IV, Stds. for Atty. Sanctions for Prof. Misconduct, std.  

 1.2(c)(1).) 

2. ADAM J. LUETTO must also comply with the other conditions of probation recommended  

 by the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Order Approving Stipulation filed on  

 January 18, 2017. 

3. At the expiration of the period of probation, if ADAM J. LUETTO has complied with all  

 conditions of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied and that suspension  

 will be terminated. 

 ADAM J. LUETTO must also take and pass the Multistate Professional Responsibility 

Examination during the period of his suspension and provide satisfactory proof of such passage to 

the State Bar’s Office of Probation in Los Angeles within the same period.  Failure to do so may 

result in suspension.  (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 9.10(b).) 

 ADAM J. LUETTO must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and perform the 

acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, respectively, 

after the effective date of this order.  Failure to do so may result in disbarment or suspension. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment.  One-third of the costs must be paid with his membership fees for each 

of the years 2018, 2019, and 2020.  If ADAM J. LUETTO fails to pay any installment as 
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described above, or as may be modified by the State Bar Court, the remaining balance is due and 

payable immediately. 

 

 

 S240591   RUSSELL III ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that THOMAS OSMONDE RUSSELL III, State Bar Number 107800, is 

disbarred from the practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of 

attorneys. 

 THOMAS OSMONDE RUSSELL III must make restitution to Blackbridge Capital L.L.C. in the 

amount of $31,500 plus 10 percent interest per year from June 17, 2015.  Any restitution owed to 

the Client Security Fund is enforceable as provided in Business and Professions Code section 

6140.5, subdivisions (c) and (d). 

 THOMAS OSMONDE RUSSELL III must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, 

and perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar 

days, respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S240595   WILLIAMS ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that MARK HENRY WILLIAMS, State Bar Number 220341, is suspended from 

the practice of law in California for four years, execution of that period of suspension is stayed, 

and he is placed on probation for four years subject to the following conditions: 

 1. MARK HENRY WILLIAMS is suspended from the practice of law for a minimum of the  

 first two years of probation, and he will remain suspended until he provides proof to the  

 State Bar Court of his rehabilitation, fitness to practice and present learning and ability in the  

 general law.  (Rules Proc. of State Bar, tit. IV, Stds. for Atty. Sanctions for Prof.  

 Misconduct, std. 1.2(c)(1).) 

2. MARK HENRY WILLIAMS must also comply with the other conditions of probation  

 recommended by the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Order Approving  

 Stipulation filed on January 26, 2017. 

3. At the expiration of the period of probation, if MARK HENRY WILLIAMS has complied  

 with all conditions of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied and that  

 suspension will be terminated. 

 MARK HENRY WILLIAMS must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order.  Failure to do so may result in disbarment or 

suspension. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment.  One-half of the costs must be paid with his membership fees for each 
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of the years 2018 and 2019.  If MARK HENRY WILLIAMS fails to pay any installment as 

described above, or as may be modified by the State Bar Court, the remaining balance is due and 

payable immediately. 

 

 

 S240598   SIMONIAN ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that MARK SITRAK SIMONIAN, State Bar Number 96969, is disbarred from 

the practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 MARK SITRAK SIMONIAN n must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S240903   AMPONSAH ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that LESLIE VICTOR AMPONSAH, State Bar Number 164434, is suspended 

from the practice of law in California for two years, execution of that period of suspension is 

stayed, and he is placed on probation for two years subject to the following conditions: 

 1. LESLIE VICTOR AMPONSAH is suspended from the practice of law for the first 90 days  

 of probation; 

2. LESLIE VICTOR AMPONSAH must comply with the other conditions of probation  

 recommended by the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Order Approving  

 Stipulation filed on February 6, 2017; and 

3. At the expiration of the period of probation, if LESLIE VICTOR AMPONSAH has complied  

 with all conditions of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied and that  

 suspension will be terminated. 

 LESLIE VICTOR AMPONSAH must also take and pass the Multistate Professional 

Responsibility Examination within one year after the effective date of this order and provide 

satisfactory proof of such passage to the State Bar’s Office of Probation in Los Angeles within the 

same period.  Failure to do so may result in suspension.  (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 9.10(b).) 

 LESLIE VICTOR AMPONSAH must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order.  Failure to do so may result in disbarment or 

suspension. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment.  One-third of the costs must be paid with his membership fees for each 

of the years 2018, 2019, and 2020.  If LESLIE VICTOR AMPONSAH fails to pay any 

installment as described above, or as may be modified by the State Bar Court, the remaining 

balance is due and payable immediately. 
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 S240904   COATS ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that RICHARD DENNIS COATS, State Bar Number 117285, is suspended from 

the practice of law in California for two years, execution of that period of suspension is stayed, 

and he is placed on probation for three years subject to the following conditions: 

 1. RICHARD DENNIS COATS is suspended from the practice of law for the first one year of  

 probation; 

2. RICHARD DENNIS COATS must comply with the other conditions of probation  

 recommended by the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Order Approving  

 Stipulation filed on February 1, 2017; and 

3. At the expiration of the period of probation, if RICHARD DENNIS COATS has complied  

 with all conditions of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied and that  

 suspension will be terminated. 

 RICHARD DENNIS COATS must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order.  Failure to do so may result in disbarment or 

suspension. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S240905   HOFFMAN ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that PETER MILES HOFFMAN, State Bar Number 66205, is suspended from 

the practice of law in California for one year, execution of that period of suspension is stayed, and 

he is placed on probation for one year subject to the following conditions: 

 1. PETER MILES HOFFMAN is suspended from the practice of law for the first six months of  

 probation; 

2. PETER MILES HOFFMAN must comply with the other conditions of probation  

 recommended by the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Order Approving  

 Stipulation filed on February 6, 2017; and 

3. At the expiration of the period of probation, if PETER MILES HOFFMAN has complied  

 with all conditions of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied and that  

 suspension will be terminated. 

 PETER MILES HOFFMAN must also take and pass the Multistate Professional Responsibility 

Examination within one year after the effective date of this order and provide satisfactory proof of 

such passage to the State Bar’s Office of Probation in Los Angeles within the same period.  

Failure to do so may result in suspension.  (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 9.10(b).) 

 PETER MILES HOFFMAN must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order.  Failure to do so may result in disbarment or 

suspension. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 
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6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S240907   HUSTWIT ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that WILLIAM ARTHUR HUSTWIT, State Bar Number 43439, is suspended 

from the practice of law in California for two years, execution of that period of suspension is 

stayed, and he is placed on probation for two years subject to the following conditions: 

 1. WILLIAM ARTHUR HUSTWIT is suspended from the practice of law for the first six  

 months of probation; 

2. WILLIAM ARTHUR HUSTWIT must comply with the other conditions of probation  

 recommended by the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Order Approving  

 Stipulation filed on January 31, 2017; and 

3. At the expiration of the period of probation, if WILLIAM ARTHUR HUSTWIT has  

 complied with all conditions of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied  

 and that suspension will be terminated. 

 WILLIAM ARTHUR HUSTWIT must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order.  Failure to do so may result in disbarment or 

suspension. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment.  One-half of the costs must be paid with his membership fees for each 

of the years 2018 and 2019.  If WILLIAM ARTHUR HUSTWIT fails to pay any installment as 

described above, or as may be modified by the State Bar Court, the remaining balance is due and 

payable immediately. 

 

 

 S240908   MARTIN ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that ANDREW RUSSELL MARTIN, State Bar Number 226244, is suspended 

from the practice of law in California for one year, execution of that period of suspension is 

stayed, and he is placed on probation for two years subject to the following conditions: 

 1. ANDREW RUSSELL MARTIN must comply with the conditions of probation  

 recommended by the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Decision filed on  

 February 7, 2017; and 

2. At the expiration of the period of probation, if ANDREW RUSSELL MARTIN has complied  

 with the terms of probation, the one-year period of stayed suspension will be satisfied and  

 that suspension will be terminated. 

 ANDREW RUSSELL MARTIN must also take and pass the Multistate Professional 

Responsibility Examination within one year after the effective date of this order and provide 

satisfactory proof of such passage to the State Bar’s Office of Probation within the same period.  

Failure to do so may result in suspension.  (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 9.10(b).) 
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 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S240909   HILLAND ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that DONALD ARTHUR HILLAND, State Bar Number 240436, is suspended 

from the practice of law in California for two years, execution of that period of suspension is 

stayed, and he is placed on probation for three years subject to the following conditions: 

 1. DONALD ARTHUR HILLAND is suspended from the practice of law for the first one year  

 of probation; 

2. DONALD ARTHUR HILLAND must comply with the other conditions of probation  

 recommended by the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Decision filed on  

 February 1, 2017; and 

3. At the expiration of the period of probation, if DONALD ARTHUR HILLAND has  

 complied with all conditions of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied  

 and that suspension will be terminated. 

 DONALD ARTHUR HILLAND must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order.  Failure to do so may result in disbarment or 

suspension. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S240910   KARTOON ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that DERON ADAM KARTOON, State Bar Number 155925, is disbarred from 

the practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 DERON ADAM KARTOON must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S240911   PIERCE, JR., ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that BOB GENE PIERCE, JR., State Bar Number 223942, is disbarred from the 

practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 BOB GENE PIERCE, JR., must make restitution to the following payees: 
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 (1) Glenn Estalilla in the amount of $2,283.80 plus 10 percent interest per year from March 10,  

 2014; 

(2) Downey Surgical Clinic in the amount of $12,364 plus 10 percent interest per year from  

 March 10, 2014; 

(3) Santo Tomas Medical Clinic in the amount of $6,687 plus 10 percent interest per year from  

 March 10, 2014; and 

(4) Allan Segura in the amount of $12,000 plus 10 percent interest per year from January 23,  

 2015. 

 Any restitution owed to the Client Security Fund is enforceable as provided in Business and 

Professions Code section 6140.5, subdivisions (c) and (d). 

 BOB GENE PIERCE, JR., must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S240912   STEARNS ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that GREGORY EDGAR STEARNS, State Bar Number 80704, is disbarred 

from the practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 GREGORY EDGAR STEARNS must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S240913   GHAEMI ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that STEFAN GHAEMI, State Bar Number 281280, is disbarred from the 

practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 STEFAN GHAEMI must make restitution to Christopher Salvaggio in the amount of $30,000 

plus 10 percent interest per year from July 2, 2015.  Any restitution owed to the Client Security 

Fund is enforceable as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.5, subdivisions 

(c) and (d). 

 STEFAN GHAEMI must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and perform the 

acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, respectively, 

after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 
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 S240914   MORRISON ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that GEOFFREY CARL MORRISON, State Bar Number 172059, is disbarred 

from the practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 GEOFFREY CARL MORRISON must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S240916   EASTER ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that KENT WYCLIFFE EASTER, State Bar Number 199838, is disbarred from 

the practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 KENT WYCLIFFE EASTER must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S241073   GOOLSBY ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that MICHAEL LEE GOOLSBY, State Bar Number 159660, is disbarred from 

the practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 MICHAEL LEE GOOLSBY must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S241076   MACHADO ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that MARCIA JANAE MACHADO, State Bar Number 231144, is summarily 

disbarred from the practice of law and that her name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 MARCIA JANAE MACHADO must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 
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6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S241077   McKINNEY ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that WILLIAM LAWRENCE McKINNEY, State Bar Number 66803, is 

disbarred from the practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of 

attorneys. 

 WILLIAM LAWRENCE McKINNEY must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 

9.20, and perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 

calendar days, respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S241078   PENSANTI ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that LOUISA BELLE PENSANTI, State Bar Number 200988, is suspended 

from the practice of law in California for one year, execution of that period of suspension is 

stayed, and she is placed on probation for two years subject to the following conditions: 

 1. LOUISA BELLE PENSANTI is suspended from the practice of law for the first 90 days of  

 probation; 

2. LOUISA BELLE PENSANTI must comply with the other conditions of probation  

 recommended by the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Order Approving  

 Stipulation filed on February 16, 2017; and 

3. At the expiration of the period of probation, if LOUISA BELLE PENSANTI has complied  

 with all conditions of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied and that  

 suspension will be terminated. 

 LOUISA BELLE PENSANTI must also take and pass the Multistate Professional Responsibility 

Examination within one year after the effective date of this order and provide satisfactory proof of 

such passage to the State Bar’s Office of Probation in Los Angeles within the same period.  

Failure to do so may result in suspension.  (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 9.10(b).) 

 LOUISA BELLE PENSANTI must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order.  Failure to do so may result in disbarment or 

suspension. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment.  One-third of the costs must be paid with her membership fees for each 

of the years 2018, 2019, and 2020.  If LOUISA BELLE PENSANTI fails to pay any installment 

as described above, or as may be modified by the State Bar Court, the remaining balance is due 

and payable immediately. 
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 S241079   CVETICH ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that ILIJA CVETICH, State Bar Number 133534, is suspended from the practice 

of law in California for two years, execution of that period of suspension is stayed, and he is 

placed on probation for three years subject to the following conditions: 

 1. ILIJA CVETICH is suspended from the practice of law for a minimum of the first two years  

 of probation, and he will remain suspended until he provides proof to the State Bar Court of  

 his rehabilitation, fitness to practice and learning and ability in the general law.  (Rules Proc.  

 of State Bar, tit. IV, Stds. for Atty. Sanctions for Prof. Misconduct, std. 1.2(c)(1).) 

2. ILIJA CVETICH must also comply with the other conditions of probation recommended by  

 the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Order Approving Stipulation filed on  

 February 23, 2017. 

3. At the expiration of the period of probation, if ILIJA CVETICH has complied with all  

 conditions of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied and that suspension  

 will be terminated. 

 ILIJA CVETICH must also take and pass the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination 

during the period of his suspension and provide satisfactory proof of such passage to the State 

Bar’s Office of Probation in Los Angeles within the same period.  Failure to do so may result in 

suspension.  (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 9.10(b).) 

 ILIJA CVETICH must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and perform the 

acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, respectively, 

after the effective date of this order.  Failure to do so may result in disbarment or suspension. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S241080   FELDMAN ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that EARL NELSON FELDMAN, State Bar Number 45125, is disbarred from 

the practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 EARL NELSON FELDMAN must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S241082   PORTALES ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that ALEJANDRO PORTALES, State Bar Number 202992, is suspended from 

the practice of law in California for two years, execution of that period of suspension is stayed, 

and he is placed on probation for two years subject to the following conditions: 
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 1. ALEJANDRO PORTALES is suspended from the practice of law for the first 30 days of  

 probation; 

2. ALEJANDRO PORTALES must comply with the other conditions of probation  

 recommended by the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Order Approving  

 Stipulation filed on February 22, 2017; and 

3. At the expiration of the period of probation, if ALEJANDRO PORTALES has complied  

 with all conditions of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied and that  

 suspension will be terminated. 

 ALEJANDRO PORTALES must also take and pass the Multistate Professional Responsibility 

Examination within one year after the effective date of this order and provide satisfactory proof of 

such passage to the State Bar’s Office of Probation in Los Angeles within the same period.  

Failure to do so may result in suspension.  (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 9.10(b).) 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 ALEJANDRO PORTALES must pay one-half of the costs with his membership fees for each of 

the years 2018 and 2019.  If he fails to pay any installment as described above, or as may be 

modified by the State Bar Court, the remaining balance is due and payable immediately. 

 

 

 S241086   LIU ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that RAYMOND CHUN-I LIU, State Bar Number 242154, is disbarred from the 

practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 RAYMOND CHUN-I LIU u must make restitution to Jose Lamas in the amount of $1,700 plus 10 

percent interest per year from January 1, 2015.  Any restitution owed to the Client Security Fund 

is enforceable as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.5, subdivisions (c) and 

(d). 

 RAYMOND CHUN-I LIU must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and 

perform the acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, 

respectively, after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S241090   SEUTHE ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that ERIC BRYAN SEUTHE, State Bar Number 90269, is suspended from the 

practice of law in California for one year, execution of that period of suspension is stayed, and he 

is placed on probation for two years subject to the following conditions: 

 1. ERIC BRYAN SEUTHE must comply with the conditions of probation recommended by the  

 Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Decision filed on September 14, 2016; and 

2. At the expiration of the period of probation, if ERIC BRYAN SEUTHE has complied with  
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 the terms of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied and that suspension  

 will be terminated. 

 ERIC BRYAN SEUTHE must also take and pass the Multistate Professional Responsibility 

Examination within one year after the effective date of this order and provide satisfactory proof of 

such passage to the State Bar’s Office of Probation within the same period.  Failure to do so may 

result in suspension.  (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 9.10(b).) 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S241493   BAE ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed:  disbarred 

 The court orders that JONATHAN S. BAE, State Bar Number 229967, is disbarred from the 

practice of law in California and that his name is stricken from the roll of attorneys. 

 JONATHAN S. BAE must also comply with California Rules of Court, rule 9.20, and perform the 

acts specified in subdivisions (a) and (c) of that rule within 30 and 40 calendar days, respectively, 

after the effective date of this order. 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment. 

 

 

 S241495   BRISTOW ON DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that TERESA FAYE BRISTOW, State Bar Number 241075, is suspended from 

the practice of law in California for one year, execution of that period of suspension is stayed, and 

she is placed on probation for one year subject to the following conditions: 

 1. TERESA FAYE BRISTOW is suspended from the practice of law for the first 30 days of  

 probation; 

2. TERESA FAYE BRISTOW must comply with the other conditions of probation  

 recommended by the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Order Approving  

 Stipulation filed on March 3, 2017; and 

3. At the expiration of the period of probation, if TERESA FAYE BRISTOW has complied  

 with all conditions of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied and that  

 suspension will be terminated. 

 TERESA FAYE BRISTOW must also take and pass the Multistate Professional Responsibility 

Examination within one year after the effective date of this order and provide satisfactory proof of 

such passage to the State Bar’s Office of Probation in Los Angeles within the same period.  

Failure to do so may result in suspension.  (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 9.10(b).) 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment.  One-third of the costs must be paid with her membership fees for each 

of the years 2018, 2019, and 2020.  If TERESA FAYE BRISTOW fails to pay any installment as 
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described above, or as may be modified by the State Bar Court, the remaining balance is due and 

payable immediately. 

 

 

 S241498   SHANKIN-MURPHY ON  

   DISCIPLINE 

 Recommended discipline imposed 

 The court orders that HILARY GAIL SHANKIN-MURPHY, State Bar Number 93225, is 

suspended from the practice of law in California for one year, execution of that period of 

suspension is stayed, and she is placed on probation for one year subject to the following 

conditions: 

 1. HILARY GAIL SHANKIN-MURPHY is suspended from the practice of law for the first 30  

 days of probation; 

2. HILARY GAIL SHANKIN-MURPHY must comply with the other conditions of probation  

 recommended by the Hearing Department of the State Bar Court in its Order Approving  

 Stipulation filed on March 2, 2017; and 

3. At the expiration of the period of probation, if HILARY GAIL SHANKIN-MURPHY has  

 complied with all conditions of probation, the period of stayed suspension will be satisfied  

 and that suspension will be terminated. 

 HILARY GAIL SHANKIN-MURPHY must also take and pass the Multistate Professional 

Responsibility Examination within one year after the effective date of this order and provide 

satisfactory proof of such passage to the State Bar’s Office of Probation in Los Angeles within the 

same period.  Failure to do so may result in suspension.  (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 9.10(b).) 

 Costs are awarded to the State Bar in accordance with Business and Professions Code section 

6086.10 and are enforceable both as provided in Business and Professions Code section 6140.7 

and as a money judgment.  One-third of the costs must be paid with her membership fees for each 

of the years 2018, 2019, and 2020.  If HILARY GAIL SHANKIN-MURPHY fails to pay any 

installment as described above, or as may be modified by the State Bar Court, the remaining 

balance is due and payable immediately. 

 

 


